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tradesman's philosophy. Disraeli flaunted the Conservatism of Sir Robert Peel because it believed in the vice of buying in the cheapest market; Mr. Baldwin's policy has been hardly less middle class. Toryism, which is based on aristocratic values,  buys the best commodity irrespective of market. Taste, the Tory has realised since time immemorial, becomes degraded by competition.   Competition cheapens and encourages quantity as opposed to quality, a result which when applied to Labour leads to squalor and revolt* In goods the result of Liberalism has been Ford Cars, in nations discord, and in human life famine and demoralisation.  The petty contract lust is at the root of it; the loss of status is the inevitable result.   It is because an intellectual return to status would restore the peasantry of the world and create a demand for quality, that it is a prerequisite of political permanence.   It would lead to the close of the domination of American values and to the dawn of a new England.
It remains difficult to analyse why Mr. Baldwin has allowed these heresies to pass his lips.  They should have offended his  own sentiments,  so often expressed about quality and craftsmanship.   He has watched contract and trade destroy English manners and culture.   He is one of the last men to have seen status in industry and worked where quality was counted higher than efficiency.  Behind the scenes of public life he has laughed at the vulgarity of American ideas and American ways.   He has gone out from the circle of his friends to be polite where he could have been superiorly insulting.  His reserve as a statesman has been the product of knowing instinctively the truth. He has sensed with the peasant that civilisation is only screeching to its doom down newer and broader by-passes. He must have realised furthermore that none of the existing political organisations can survive fifty years.  His heresies can only be recantations under the weight of circumstance. He can only have betrayed his sense of values through fear of putting the clock back. To espouse Liberalism has been